Adderbury Neighbourhood Development Plan — Pre-Submission Plan — Nov 2016
Screening Statement by Cherwell District Council on the need for a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA)

The need for SEA

To meet the ‘basic conditions” which are specified by law a Neighbourhood Development Plan must be
compatible with EU obligations.

Regulation 15 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) specifies the
documents that must be included when a qualifying body submits a plan proposal to the local planning
authority. Under Regulation 15 (1) (e) (i) this includes an environmental report prepared in accordance with
paragraphs (2) and (3) of regulation 12 of the SEA regulations. Under Regulation 15 (1) (e) (ii) it includes,
“where it has been determined under requlation 9(1) of those Regulations that the plan proposal is unlikely to
have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly does not require an environmental assessment), a
statement of the reasons for the determination”.

The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) European Directive (2001/42/EC) requires an
environmental assessment to be made of certain plans or programmes. The SEA Directive has been
transposed into UK law through the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
(the SEA regulations). Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government publication ‘A
Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM 2005).

Article 6 (3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) and regulation 61 of the Conservation
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) required that an appropriate assessment of plans
and programmes is carried out with regard to the conservation objectives of European Sites (Natura 2000
sites) and that other plans and projects identify any significant effect that is likely for any European Site. In
the context of neighbourhood planning, a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) is required where a
Neighbourhood Plan is deemed likely to result in significant negative effects occurring on protected
European Sites (Natura 2000 sites) as a result of the plan’s implementation.

As part of the independent examination of the Neighbourhood Plan, the independent examiner will test
whether the making of the Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan is compatible with European Union obligations,
including the SEA Directive.

Government advice in Paragraphs 27 and 28 of the Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) makes clear that “Draft
Neighbourhood Plan proposals should be assessed to determine whether the plan is likely to have significant
environmental effects” through a screening process set out in Regulation 9 of the Environment Assessment
of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. These include a requirement to consult the environmental
assessment consultation bodies.

Following the screening, “If likely significant effects are identified, an environmental report must be prepared
in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of Regulation 12 of the Environment Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004” (PPG, Paragraph 27). If it is concluded that “.. the plan is unlikely to have
significant environmental effects (and accordingly it does not require an environmental assessment), a
statement of the determination should be prepared (PPG, Paragraph 28). A copy of the statement is then
submitted for examination alongside the neighbourhood plan.



Vision, Objectives and Land Use Policies of the Plan

The Pre-Submission Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan (ANP) proposes policies to guide development within
Adderbury Parish boundaries to 2031. The plan does not seek to allocate land for development other than
one site for community facilities and associated buildings. The vision and objectives are set out on page 15
of the ANP. They are:
e “To manage the incremental growth of the village through sensitive infill and to protect the
surrounding countryside from harmful development”;
e “To transform the quality and diversity of community facilities in the village to serve the local
community”;
e “To conserve the special heritage character of the village and its landscape setting”; and
e “To protect and improve the ecological value and connectivity of the green infrastructure asset of
the village and wider parish”.

To deliver its vision and objectives a number of policies are proposed in the ANP. The policies are assessed
against the criteria in Appendix 1

When the plan is adopted it will become part of the statutory development plan in Cherwell District and
planning applications falling within the parish area will be determined in accordance with the development
plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

SEA Screening criteria and procedure

Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) contains specific assistance on sustainability appraisal/SEA requirements
for Neighbourhood Plans. Paragraphs 001 Reference ID: 11-026-20140306 of the PPG confirms that there is
no legal requirement for a neighbourhood plan to have a full sustainability appraisal.

Adderbury Parish Council has requested a draft SEA screening opinion of its pre-submission neighbourhood
plan and has worked with Cherwell District Council to provide information which would enable District
Council officers to determine whether the pre-submission Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan would likely give
rise to significant environmental effects and require an SEA.

The criteria for determining the significance of effects are listed in Schedule 1 Regulations (9 (2) (a), 9 (3) and
10 (4) (a) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. They relate to 2
main areas:
e Take in to account the criteria, the scope and influence of the document; and
e Determine whether the plan, programme or modification is likely to have significant environmental
effects (and, accordingly does not require an environmental assessment), it shall prepare a
statement of its reasons for the determination.

A screening assessment has been undertaken using the criteria in Schedule 1 of the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 and is presented at Appendix 1.

Conclusion

Having regard to the screening at Appendix 1, it is considered that the Pre-submission ANP is unlikely to
result in any significant environmental effects. On this basis, an SEA would not be required.

The draft neighbourhood plan does not allocate land for development other than proposing to allocate one
site for community facilities and associated buildings. The ANP also relies upon developments with planning
permission and which are under construction. Some additional development at Adderbury was provided for
by adopted Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Policies Villages 1 and Villages 2 which was the subject of SEA/SA.
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Adderbury is located more than 20 km away from European designations for the purpose of the EC Habitats
Directive 1992 and the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010. It is concluded that an HRA is
not required.

In accordance with the Regulations the three statutory environmental consultation bodies (Historic England,

Environment Agency and Natural England) are being consulted on this screening report. Appendix 2 of this
screening opinion contains the consultation bodies’ responses.

Adderbury Parish
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Appendix 1: SEA screening Table/ Report

SEA Directive Criteria Summary of significant effects Is the Plan

Schedule 1 of Scope and influence of the document likely to

Environmental have a

Assessment of Plans and significant

Programmes Regulations environmen

2004 tal effect?
Y/N

1. Characteristics of the neighbourhood plan having particular regard to:

The degree to which the If the ANP is brought into legal force it will become part | N

Plan sets out a framework
for projects and other
activities, either with
regard to the location,
nature, size or operating
conditions or by
allocating resources.

of the statutory development plan in Cherwell District.

The ANP is prepared for land use purposes and covers
Adderbury Parish. It accounts for the growth anticipated
in the Cherwell Local Plan but does not allocate land for
development in general except for one site for
community facilities.

Policy AD1 defines an Adderbury Settlement Boundary,
it states, that ‘infill development within this boundary
will be supported, and ‘proposals for development
outside the boundary will be supported if they are
consistent with development plan policies on local
landscape protection policies of the natural
environment’. This policy applies to development within
its settlement boundary and sites outside the boundary
the policies in the development plan will apply.

Policy AD1 supports sites for infill development, which is
consistent with Policy Villages 1 in part in the adopted
Cherwell Local Plan. Policy Villages 1 considers minor
development and conversions in addition to infill
development. It should be noted that the Cherwell Local
Plan, including policy Villages 2, sets out a number of
policy requirements for identifying and considering sites

The schedule of evidence for ANP includes the
Adderbury Neighbourhood Green Space and Local Gaps
Report, which details various Green-space Asset areas
within the Adderbury Parish. The report is informed by
Paragraphs 76, 77 and 78 of the NPPF, Policy ESD13 and
ESD17 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan and
Adderbury Conservation Area Appraisal 2012.

The type of projects and or activities which the
neighbourhood plan sets out will be at parish level with
limited natural resource implications.




(b) The degree to which
the Plan influences other
plans and programmes
including those in a
hierarchy.

The ANP has taken into account planning policies in the
adopted Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 and saved
policies of The Cherwell Local Plan 1996. It does not
influence the strategic policies of the development plan
but provides detail guidance on landscape characters,
detailed definition of different characters areas and
managing design for these areas within ANP Parish.

The ANP must have regard to national policies and
advice and must be in general conformity with the
strategic policies of the development plan in force in
order to meet the ‘basic conditions’. The ANP will have
some influence on the preparation of future non-
strategic planning policies. However, both will need to
be general conformity with adopted strategic Local Plan
policies which have been the subject of SEA/SA.

(c) The relevance of the
Plan for the integration of
environmental
considerations in
particular with a view to
promoting sustainable
development.

The ANP proposes policies to address local issues

identified in the plan’s baseline evidence. The policies

covers the themes on:

e Managing incremental growth through sensitive
infill

e Transform the quality and diversity of community
facilities

e Conserve the special character of the village and
landscape setting

e Protect and improve
connectivity

ecological value and

The policies are intended to protect and or enhance the
natural and historic environment and address specific
local issues. The ANP ensures that any matters
pertaining to the natural and historic environment are
carefully managed/ considered in future decision. There
are no significant effects (individually or cumulatively)
on the recognised special characteristics of the
Adderbury Conservation Area and its buildings of
historic value.

There are no proposals which would harm the BAP
priority habitats within and outside the Adderbury
Conservation Area. The neighbourhood plan policies
complement policies in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan.

(d) Environmental
problems relevant to the
Plan.

The ANP has a Green Space and Local Gaps Report to
accompany it. This document is informed by the Green
Infrastructure Policy in the Local Plan and Council’s
Adderbury Conservation Area Appraisal.

The green areas within this report have been classified
into 3 categories 1. Green spaces and Park; 2. Play
space; and 3. Outdoor space, which is based on the




development plan and the NPPF. This classification is
further developed into design policies which define the
landscape types within Adderbury and provide
protection and enhancement through the landscape
policies.

There are no proposals which would harm the landscape
character within and outside the Adderbury
Conservation Area.

Policy AD18: Sports and CommunityFacilities site
allocation.

The site allocated site for sports and community
facilities and buildings is located along Bloxham Road
along its southern boundary. The new development
under construction along Bloxham Road lies along its
eastern boudary and the agricultural nurseries lies along
its western boundary. To its north lies open ground rear
of the burial ground and the dismantled railway beyond
it. There some important habitat protection areas
around the dismantled railway lines. The land slopes
away from Bloxham towards the dismantled railway.
The area around the dismantled railway is also identified
as an archaeological priority area and consists of BAP
Priority Habitats area with lowland mixed deciduous
woodland parcels and wet woodland within it.

The site lies outside the Adderbury Conservation Area
and outside ANP Policy AD1. Therefore Policy AD1 would
not apply to this site and lead to infill development on
this site.

The site is located between a new residential
development and an agricultural nursery along Bloxham
Road. This site lies at the edge of the village and is
largely open in nature, except the farm buildings along
its western boundary.

At the time of this assessment there are no specific
development proposals for this site, except that it is for
sports and community facilities. Previous permission
now expired was for sports pitches.

The form, scale and size of the new proposal are not
known at this stage. Therefore, it is not possible to
assess the likely impact in the absence of a proposal.

The Policy AD18 indicates that there will be sports and
community facilities with a community building and car
parking. On this basis, it may be considered that there
would be an impact on the area and on the landscape




character of the area.

However, based on the information available to us, it is
considered that there are no known environmental
problems that could be exacerbated by this proposal.

(e) The relevance of the
Plan for the
implementation of
Community legislation on
the environment (for
example plans and
programmes related to
waste management or
water protection).

These are not directly relevant to the neighbourhood
plan.

2. Characteristics of the effects and area likely to be affected having particular regard to:

(a)The probability,
duration, frequency and
reversibility of the
effects.

The ANP accounts for the growth planned in the Cherwell
Local Plan but do not specifically allocate land for
development except one site for community facilities,
shown as AD 18 New Community Facilities on ANP
Policies Map Inset C.

This site has been offered to Adderbury Parish as
Community land for sports pitches and a community
building. It had planning permission for a change of use
from agricultural land to recreational use in 2010
(Planning Ref: 10/00508/F). This has not been
implemented.

The land adjacent to its east Ref: 14/00250/F was granted
permission for 20 private dwellings and 11 affordable
homes with a designated area for ‘community facilities’.
This permission has been implemented but the
community facility on this site has not. Therefore, the
Parish are considering options for the provision of this
facility including the proposal in the ANP.

Policy BSC10 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan 2011-
2031 seeks to ensure that sufficient quantity and quality
of, and convenient access to, open space, sport and
recreation provision is secured. Policy BSC 12 encourages
the provision of community facilities to enhance the
sustainability of communities. These policies have been
the subject of Sustainability Appraisal incorporating SEA.

N

(b)The cumulative nature
of the effects of the Plan.

The policies in the ANP are expected to help the
implementation at the local level of environmental
policies in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan. Policy BSC10
of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 seeks to
ensure that sufficient quantity and quality of, and
convenient access to, open space, sport and recreation
provision is secured. Policy BSC 12 Policy Villages 1 in the




adopted Cherwell Local Plan encourages the provision of
community facilities to enhance the sustainability of
communities. These policies have been the subject of
Sustainability ~ Appraisal incorporating SEA  which
considered cumulative impacts.

(c)The trans boundary
nature of the effects of
the Plan.

The administrative area of the ANP is that of the parish
boundary with no known significant effect on other
parishes or on Districts outside Cherwell.

(d)The risks to human
health or the
environment (e.g. due to
accident).

The neighbourhood plan policies seek to address locally
identified issues and respond to the growth planned in
the Cherwell Local Plan. There are no known risks to
human health or the environment as a result of the plan.

One of the main aims of the plan is to encourage
sustainable transport and traffic free connectivity which
is likely to improve human health. Infrastructure projects
are proposed. They are:
e ‘Improving Cycle safety and connectivity of off-
road cycleways’;
e ‘Maintaining heritage assets’;
e ‘Funding of Adderbury Library services’;
e ‘Leisure requirements determined by outcome of
questionnaire’.

(e)The magnitude and
spatial extent of the
effects (geographic area
and size of the population
likely to be affected) by
the Plan.

The plan covers the area of the parish of Adderbury with
a population of 2,819 people according to the Census
ONS 2011.

The ANP aims to protect the built up area of the village
through its policies AD1 to ADS.

(f)The value and
vulnerability of the area
likely to be affected by
the Plan due to:

e Special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

e Exceeded
environmental
quality standards
or limit values

e Intensive land
use.

Policy AD6, AD7, AD8, ADS AD10, AD11, and AD12
manage design and provide design guidance for the
Conservation Area, and Heritage Assets listed in the Local
Heritage Assets Report accompanying the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Policy AD17 lists Local Heritage Assets, which provides
further protection and guidance for extensions and
alterations to these heritage assets.

The neighbourhood plan does not specifically allocate
land for development other than one site for sports and
community facilities. It accounts for the growth already
identified in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan and recently
granted permissions for residential development. It is
therefore unlikely to result in intensive land use or
exceed environmental quality standards or limit values.
Policies AD6 to AD12 provides design guidance and
protection to heritage assets in ANP area.




(g)The effects of the Plan
on areas or landscapes
which have recognised
national Community or
international protected
status.

The ANP only seeks to allocate one site for the N
development of community facilities. It includes policies
to protect landscape character, conservation and
heritage.

It is located approximately 25 kilometres from Oxford
Meadows SAC is the closest European site to the plan
area. European designations for the purpose of the EC
Habitats Directive 1992 and the Conservation of Habitats
& Species Regulations 2010.

There are no Areas of OQutstanding Natural Beauty
affected by the neighbourhood plan.

Name of officer producing the screening Sunita Burke

opinion

Planning Policy Officer
Cherwell District Council

Date of assessment

20.04.17

Person requesting Screening Opinion Sam Brown

Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan Coordinator

Conclusion of Screening Assessment As a result of the screening assessment it is

considered unlikely hare will be any significant
environmental effects arising from Adderbury
Neighbourhood Plan that were not covered/
addressed in the Sustainability Appraisal of the
Cherwell Local Plan. As such, it is considered that
the Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan does not
require a full SEA to be undertaken.

Name of officer approving the Screening

Opinion (Adrian Colwell)

Adrian Colwell
Head of Strategic Planning and the Economy
Cherwell District Council

Date of approval

20.04.17




Appendix 2. Responses from environment assessment consultation bodies

Consultee

Date of Consultation

Date of Response

Lesley Timms 01.03.2017 06.04.2017
Planning Advisor (see attached)
Thames Sustainable Places Team

Environment Agency

Robert Lloyd-Sweet 01.03.2017 15.03.2017
Historic Places Adviser

Historic England

Rebecca Micklem 01.03.2017 10.03.2017

Sustainable Development
Thames Team
Natural England
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creating a better place Environment
L, W Agency

Ms Sunita Burke Our ref:

Cherwell District Council WA/2006/000180/SE-05/SC1-L01
Planning and Development Services

Bodicote House White Post Road Date: 06 April 2017
Bodicote

Banbury

OX15 4AA

Dear Ms Burke
Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan — Pre-submission screening statement
Thank you for consulting us on this matter.

Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee,
there are no areas of fluvial flood risk, Source Protection Zones for groundwater or
watercourses affected by the neighbourhood plan area. Therefore we do not consider
there to be potential significant environmental effects relating to these environmental
constraints.

Your Surface Water Management Plan will indicate if there are any critical drainage
areas from local sources of flood risk (e.g. surface water, groundwater and sewerage)
which coincide with the neighbourhood plan area.

For your information we have published joint advice with Natural England, English
Heritage and the Forestry Commission on neighbourhood planning which sets out
sources of environmental information and ideas on incorporating the environment into
plans.

This is available at:
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.qov.uk/20140328084622/http://cdn.environment-
agency.qoVv.uk/LIT 6524 7da381.pdf

Yours sincerely

Miss Sarah Green
Sustainable Places - Planning Advisor

Direct dial 0208 474 9253
Direct e-mail planning_THM@environment-agency.gov.uk

End


http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/cdn.environment-agency.gov.uk/LIT_6524_7da381.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/cdn.environment-agency.gov.uk/LIT_6524_7da381.pdf

From: Lloyd Sweet, Robert

To: Sunita Burke

Subject: Fw: Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan - Screening Opinion
Date: 15 March 2017 11:09:59

Dear Sunita

Thank you for consulting Historic England on the Draft Screening Opinion for the Adderbury
Neighbourhood Plan. | am pleased to confirm that Historic England agree with the Council's view that
SEA should not be required to inform the plan's progression. In coming to this view we have taken the
following factors into consideration:

The plan allocates one site for development to provide sports and recreation facilities. This appears to
be a single site considered for this use as a single practical option and, as such it is not necessary to
consider reasonable practical alternatives. The use is unlikely to have impacts on the historic
environment that could not be given appropriate consideration at the planning application stage under
the existing local plan policy and, as such, mitigation within the plan is not required.

The plan does not allocate other sites for development but does impose a settlement boundary. This
would have the effect of constraining development in an area where it is more likely to effect listed
buildings focused in the village's historic core, the conservation area and archaeological heritage assets.
However, this is considered to be a local implementation of existing plan policy on village development
set out in the local plan and is adequately considered under the existing SEA/SA of the that document.
Other plan policies are considered to have benign impacts on heritage assets and provide
neighbourhood level implementation of national and local plan policies.

As such we feel it is unlikely that the plan will have significant environmental effects.

We hope these comments are of assistance but will be pleased to answer any queries relating to them
if necessary.

Yours sincerely

Rob Lloyd-Sweet

Robert Lloyd-Sweet | Historic Places Adviser | Historic Places | South East
Direct Line: 01483 252028

Historic England | Eastgate Court | 195 — 205 High Street
Guildford | GU1 3EH


mailto:Robert.LloydSweet@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:Sunita.Burke@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk

Date: 10 March 2017
Ourref: 209718
Your ref: Draft screening Opinion of Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan

ENGLAND

Hornbeam House
BY EMAIL ONLY Crew e Business Park

Electra Way

Crewe

Cheshire

CW1 6GJ

Sunita.Burke@Chemwell-DC.gov.uk

T 0300060 3900

Dear Sunita,
Draft screening Opinion of Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 01/03/2017

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of presentand future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft
neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they
consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made.

We have considered the Draft Screening Opinion provided for Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan and can
confirm that we accept the conclusions. The Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate any sites for
development and Adderbury is sufficient distance from designated sites and protected landscapes that
we do not consider there to be a need for Habitat Regulations Assessment or SEA.

We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a feedback
formto this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.

Yours sincerely

Rebecca Micklem

Sustainable Development
Thames Tam



Annex1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural
environment: information, issues and opportunities

Natural environment information sources

The Magic' website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your plan
area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, Ancient Woodland,
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks (England), National Trails,
Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey base map) and Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (including theirimpactrisk zones). Local environmental record centres may hold a range of
additional information on the natural environment. A list of local record centres is available here?.

Priority habitats are those habitats of particularimportance for nature conservation, and the list of them can be
found here®. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic website or
as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authority should be able to supply you with the locations of Local
Wildlife Sites.

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character areais defined
by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic activity. NCA
profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, which may be useful to
inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found m“.

There mayalso be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a tool to help understand
the character andlocal distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the featuresthat give it a sense of place. It
can help to inform, plan and manage changein the area. Your local planning authority should be able to help
you access these if you can’t find them online.

If your neighbourhood planning areais within or adjacent toa National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out useful information
about the protectedlandscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant National Park Authority or Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty website.

General mapped information on soiltypes and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under ’landscape’)
on the Magic5 website and also from the LandIS website®, which contains more information about obtaining soil
data.

Natural environmentissuesto consider

The National Planning Policy Framework’ sets out national planning policy on protecting and enhancing the
natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance® sets out supporting guidance.

Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential impacts of your
plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental assessments.

Landscape

! http://magic.defra.gov.uk/

2 http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php

*http://webarchive.nationalarchives.qov.uk/20140711133551/http /www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

* https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making

® http://magic.defra.gov.uk/

® http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm

" https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy -framework--2

® http://planningquidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/quidance/natural-environment/



http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.geostore.com/environment-agency/WebStore?xml=environment-agency/xml/ogcDataDownload.xml
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/

Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You may
want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, woodland or
dry stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can respect and enhance local landscape
character and distinctiveness.

If you are proposing development within or close toa protectedlandscape (National Park or Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a landscape
assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you tochoose the most appropriate sites for
development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through careful siting,
design and landscaping.

Wildlife habitats

Some proposals can have adverse impactson designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed here®),
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland®®. If there are likely to be any adverse impacts
you’ll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for.

Priority and protected species

You'll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here'!) or protected
species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here'? to help understand the impact of
particular developments on protected species.

Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land

Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. Itis a growing medium for
food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and a buffer against
pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek to use areasof poorer quality agriculturalland in
preference tothat of a higher quality in line with National Planning Policy Framework para 112. For more
information, see our publication Agricultural Land Classification: protecting the best and most versatile
agricultural land®.

Improving your natural environment

Your plan or order canoffer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment. If you are setting out
policies on new development or proposing sites for development, you may wish to consider identifying what
environmental features you want to be retained or enhanced or new featuresyou would like to see createdas
part of any new development. Examples might include:

e Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.
e Restoring a neglected hedgerow.
e (Creatinga new pond as an attractive feature on thesite.
Planting trees characteristic tothe local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
e Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
e Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.
e Think about how lighting can be best managedto encourage wildlife.
e Adding a greenroof to new buildings.

You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by:

®http://webarchive.nationalarchives.qov.uk/20140711133551/http /www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

10 https://www.gov.uk/quidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.qgov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

12 https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals

3 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
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e Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure
Strategy (if one exists) in your community.

e Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies or
enhance provision.

o Identifying greenareasof particularimportance for special protection through Local Green Space
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance on this **).

e Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips
in less used parts of parks, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency).

e Planting additional street trees.

¢ Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back hedges,
improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create
missing links.

e Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor condition,
or clearing away an eyesore).

 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/quidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities -public-rights-of-
way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/
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