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The Inspector has noted the recent comments about the draft programme for the Inquiry and the availability of witnesses, including concern about sufficient time for witnesses in Weeks 1 and 2.  Those participating in the Inquiry will be familiar with the PoE so the Inspector will strictly limit Inquiry time allowed for Evidence in Chief, and it will be for advocates to make best use of the time allocated for Cross Examination and Re-examination.  The Inspector could undertake the Accompanied Site Visit on the morning of Friday 2 October if this would provide for all the landscape witnesses to attend.  However, he will probably need to undertake other visits, if possible unaccompanied, to consider points made later in the Inquiry.  A number of Interested Persons have indicated that they would like to give evidence to the Inquiry, and the Inspector proposes to confirm that Wednesday 7 October be set aside to do so.  The RTD sessions for Heritage and Services could be held on Thursday 8 October.  Tuesday 6 October could be left as a Reserve Day unless anyone has a suggestion as to how the time could be utilised given the availability of witnesses.

The following is the Inspector’s revised thoughts about a fair programme for the Inquiry given the availability of witnesses and the scheduled sitting days.




[each day would normally comprise 2 morning sessions, lunch break, 2 afternoon sessions (except pm on 15 and 23 Oct)]
[NA means not available]

Week 	1   Need / Market / Economy

Monday 21 September	Tuesday 22 Sept		Wednesday 23 Sept	Thursday 24 Sept		Friday	25 Sept

	Inquiry not sitting
	Start 1000
	0930
	0930
	Inquiry not sitting

	
	Opening by Inspector
Opening statements by main parties
Interested persons who can only attend on day 1
	R6 Mr Siraut
	B&C Mr Amos
	

	
	
	R6 Mr Siraut
	A Mr Brooke Mr Leeming
	

	
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	

	
	R6 Mr Siraut
	B&C Mr Barton Mr Amos
	A Mr Brooke Mr Leeming
	

	
	R6 Mr Siraut
	B&C Mr Barton Mr Amos
	A Mr Brooke Mr Leeming
	

	
	1730
	1730
	1630
	

	
	Wendy Lancaster (landscape) NA
Julian Arthur (Ecology) NA
Matthew Travis (flood) NA
TBBD Chris Miele (Heritage) NA
	Wendy Lancaster (landscape) NA
Julian Arthur (Ecology) NA
Matthew Travis (flood) NA
TBBD Chris Miele (Heritage) NA
	Wendy Lancaster (landscape) NA
Julian Arthur (Ecology) NA
Matthew Travis (flood) NA
Tom Barton (need) NA
TBBD Chris Miele (Heritage) NA
	






Week 	2  Landscape / Visual Design

Monday 28 September	Tuesday 29 Sept		Wednesday 30 Sept	Thursday 1 October	Friday	2 October

	Inquiry not sitting
	Start 0930
	0930
	0930
	

0930-1300  ASV

	
	R6 Ms Priscott
	A Mr Smith
	B&C Ms W Lancaster 
Mr Mascarenhas
	

	
	R6 Ms Priscott
	A Mr Smith
	B&C Ms W Lancaster 
Mr Mascarenhas
	

	
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	

	
	R6 Ms Priscott
	A Mr Smith
	B&C Ms W Lancaster 
Mr Mascarenhas
	

	
	R6 Ms Priscott
	A Mr Smith
	B&C Ms W Lancaster 
Mr Mascarenhas
	

	
	1730
	1630
	1730
	

	
	Tom Barton (need) NA
TBBD Chris Miele (Heritage) NA
	Tom Barton (need) NA
TBBD Chris Miele (Heritage) NA
	TBBD Chris Miele (Heritage) NA 
TBBD Tom Leeming (Company/Market Evidence) NA
	Appeal A appellant team available up to 1pm same for Appeals B and C team






Week 	3  Reserve day / Interested Persons / Heritage / Services

Monday 5 October		Tuesday 6 Oct		Wednesday 7 Oct		Thursday 8 Oct		Friday	9 Oct

	Inquiry not sitting
	Start 1030
	0930
	0930
	Inquiry not sitting

	
	
	Interested persons
	Heritage TRD
	

	
	
	Interested persons
	Heritage RTD
	

	
	Reserve day or Inquiry not sitting ?
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	

	
	
	Interested persons
	Services RTD
	

	
	
	Interested persons
	Services RTD
	

	
	1630
	1700
	1700
	

	
	TBBD Tom Leeming (Company/Market Evidence) NA
R6 Phillip Hughes NA
R6 Anne Priscott NA
R6 John Siraut NA
	Simon Mascarenhas (Landscape) NA
TBBD Tom Leeming (Company/Market Evidence) NA
R6 Phillip Hughes NA
R6 Anne Priscott NA
R6 John Siraut NA
	Julian Arthur (ecology) NA
Simon Mascarenhas (Landscape) NA
R6 Anne Priscott NA
	






Week 	4  Ecology / non-highway planning conditions and obligations

Monday 12 October	Tuesday 13 Oct		Wednesday 14 Oct		Thursday 15 Oct		Friday	16 Oct

	Inquiry not sitting
	Start 0930
	0930
	0930
	Inquiry not sitting

	
	R6 Mr Moxon
	A Mr Goodwin
	B&C Mr Arthur
	

	
	R6 Mr Moxon
	A Mr Goodwin
	B&C Mr Arthur
	

	
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	

	
	R6 Mr Moxon
	A Mr Goodwin
	non-highway planning conditions and obligations RTD
	

	
	R6 Mr Moxon
	B&C Mr Arthur
	1500
	

	
	1630
	1700
	
	

	
	
	James Bancroft  Transport NA
	James Bancroft  Transport NA
	






Week 	5  Highways/transport

Monday 19 October	Tuesday 20 Oct		Wednesday 21 Oct		Thursday 22 Oct		Friday	23 Oct

	Inquiry not sitting
	Inquiry not sitting
	0930
	0930
	0930

	
	
	R6 Mr Russell
	A Mr Bancroft
	B&C Mr Parfitt

	
	
	R6 Mr Russell
	A Mr Bancroft
	B&C Mr Parfitt

	
	
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1230-1315

	
	
	R6 Mr Russell
	A Mr Bancroft
	Highways conditions / obligations RTD

	
	
	R6 Mr Russell
	B&C Mr Parfitt
	1500

	
	
	1730
	1730
	

	
	
	TBBD Jeremy Smith (Landscape) NA
TBBD Tom Leeming (Company/Market Evidence) NA
	Simon Mascarenhas NA
TBBD Jeremy Smith (Landscape) NA

	Simon Mascarenhas NA
TBBD Jeremy Smith (Landscape) NA


	
	
	
	
	






Week 	6 Planning

Monday 26 October	Tuesday 27 Oct		Wednesday 28 Oct		Thursday 29 Oct		Friday	30 Oct

	Inquiry not sitting
	Start 0930
	0930
	0930
	Inquiry not sitting

	
	R6 Mr Hughes
	A Mr Frampton
	B&C Ms E Lancaster
	

	
	R6 Mr Hughes
	A Mr Frampton
	B&C Ms E Lancaster
	

	
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	Lunch 1300-1345
	

	
	R6 Mr Hughes
	A Mr Frampton
	B&C Ms E Lancaster
	

	
	R6 Mr Hughes
	A Mr Frampton
	B&C Ms E Lancaster
	

	
	1730
	1730
	1730
	

	
	TBBD Jeremy Smith (Landscape) NA

	TBBD Jeremy Smith (Landscape) NA

	TBBD Jeremy Smith (Landscape) NA

	



Week 7  [Mr Maurici not available 2 Nov] [Mr Banner prefers 2 Nov] [Appeals B and C team not available 5 or 6 Nov]

Set aside a day for closing submissions.  Inspector would prefer closing statements to be made at an open session of the Inquiry, but this could possibly be online via MSTeams.

1000-1200 R6
1230-1430 Scheme A
1500-1700 Schemes B&C

If the appeals were recovered by the SoS closing submissions would be the basis for the summary of the parties’ cases to be included in the Inspector’s report.


J Woolcock
Inspector          1 September 2026
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